
Mapping collaborative pathways
for disaster recovery: 
a focus on women and children
The widespread impacts of disasters are well known—but typically these
impacts vary for different population groups. This presentation will highlight
some of the unique challenges for adult females as well as children and young
people. We will include findings from research conducted in Australia and
from systematic reviews of the international literature about long term
disaster mental health impacts. The clinical implications of these gender and
age differences will be explored through the lens of treatment and
management approaches trialled in the Australian context. Opportunities for
collaborative partnerships in these domains will be identified. 
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Lisa Gibbs leads a major disaster research program at the University of
Melbourne, Australia which has influenced disaster recovery approaches
internationally. Her work focuses on risk and protective factors for health and
wellbeing following disaster exposure for individuals and affected
communities. She is an expert contributor to many international collaborations
including the Asia Pacific Disaster Mental Health Network.

Lisa Gibbs, Professor, Melbourne School of Population and
Global Health (and the Centre for Disaster Management and
Public Safety), University of Melbourne, Australia 

Jane Nursey, Head of Clinical Services, Phoenix Australia:
Centre for Posttraumatic Mental Health
Jane Nursey is a registered Clinical Neuropsychologist with 30
years’ experience in the field of posttraumatic mental health.
Jane develops and implements specialist clinical treatment and
training programs in trauma related mental health to support
individuals, communities and organisations impacted by trauma.
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