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The evolutionary replacement of matriarchies:
linguistics, religion, and DNA

Abstract:

The aim of my research project is to investigate the rise and the fall of
matriarchal societies in human (pre-)history. | am applying two
complementing strategies: a forward analysis and a backward
analysis. The forward analysis starts with the last common ancestor of
gorilla, chimpanzee, and human. | am connecting this analysis with
theoretical considerations about kinship systems in order to create an
interpretative framework for the backward analysis.

In the backward analysis, | start with the ethnographic data of cultures
listed in Murdock’s Ethnographic Atlas or in the Human Relations
Area Files in order to reconstruct proto-cultures based on linguistic
families and genetic relationships (mitochondrial DNA and Y-
chromosome DNA). | will add to this ethnographic data religious and
mythological data (I have access to Yuri Berezkin’s mythological data
base). With this strategy it should be possible to determine the begin-
ning and the location of patriarchalization processes, which have de-
stroyed the previously wide-spread matriarchies.

Additionally, | intend to measure the power of the genders in the
household/economic activities, in the community/political activities,
and in religion/spiritual activities. This should allow me to test several
hypotheses about matriarchies and patriarchies. The most important
hypothesis is that matriarchies existed, in which women had more
power than men.

The history of gendered social structures based on kinship,
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